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OVERVIEW OF TALK

 What

 Where

 Why

 Really Why

 How

 Really How – HINT HINT – SPOILER ALERT… 

PARTNERSHIPS!
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INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS

Main Staff Units

 Director’s Office

 Disaster Programs

 Operations

 Outreach and Partnerships 

 Policy

 Technical Cooperation 
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 Restoration  

 Water and watershed 

Management

 Youth engagement

 Urban communities

 Recreation and ecotourism

 Climate change mitigation 

and adaptation

 Invasive species

 Migratory species

 Combatting illegal logging 

and trade

 Carbon monitoring 

 Fire

 Improved forestry practices

 Protected areas

 Ecosystem services

 Habitat management

 Global natural resource 

policies and trade

 Global disaster support

 Forest planning and 

monitoring

 Conservation education
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INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS 
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Where
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USFS WORKS IN OVER 90 COUNTRIES TO 

IMPROVE NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

LATIN 
AMERICA

 Mexico

 Brazil

 Central 
America

 The 
Caribbean

 Bolivia

 Peru

AFRICA

 Central Africa

 South Africa

 Malawi

 Tanzania

 Liberia

 Ghana

 West Africa

 Uganda

 Ethiopia

MIDDLE EAST

 Israel 

 Jordan

 Lebanon

 Egypt

EUROPE & 
EURASIA

 Russia

 Ukraine

 Georgia

ASIA

 China

 India

 Vietnam

 Bangladesh

 Indonesia

 Nepal

 Bhutan



Why
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THE FOREST SERVICE WORKS 

INTERNATIONALLY TO:

 Mobilize expertise to assist in conservation 

and natural resource management activities, 

disaster preparedness and response, policy 

development, and trade issues

 Bring important research, technology, and 

other innovations back to the US

 Expand and leverage our international 

engagement to promote a more diverse and 

inclusive agency



Really Why
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USFS domestic constituents are 

asking for international engagement

IP invests (and leverages) our USFS 

appropriated resources on issues critical to our 

domestic interests

 Invasives

 Migratory species

 Combatting illegal logging and trade

 Shaping international policy (e.g., Climate 

Change)

 Among others…
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ADDITIONAL MOTIVATIONS

 Wildlife conservation

 Climate change mitigation and adaption 

abroad

 Environmental diplomacy

 Sharing technical expertise overseas
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How
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CURRENT SUPPORT

 Legislative authority: International Forestry   
Cooperation Act of 1990

Funding Sources:

 Interior Appropriations 

 US Agency for International
Development (USAID)

 Department of State 

 Millennium Challenge Corporation
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Really How
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BRINGING PEOPLE TOGETHER

Bringing adapted lessons learned from over 

100+ years internationally

• People – 35,000 skilled workforce

• Ideas/methods/technologies

IP’s approach:

• Policy analysis

• Technical cooperation

• Enabling others

• Partnerships! 
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PARTNERSHIPS

 The Forest Service—National Forests, 

Research Stations, State & Private 

cooperators

 Other USDA agencies—FAS, APHIS, ARS

 Other USG agencies—Department of State, 

USAID, BLM, USFWS, US Trade 

Representative, USGS

 Host-country governments

more…
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PARTNERSHIPS

 Private sector

American Forest and Paper Association, Hardwood 

Federation, Taylor Guitars

 Non-governmental organizations

Wildlife Conservation Society, Wild Salmon Center, Ducks 

Unlimited, The Nature Conservancy, World Wildlife Fund, 

Memphis Zoo, in-country NGOs

 Universities

Land grant universities: Univ. of California at Davis, 

Colorado State Univ., Univ. of Montana, Univ. of Idaho, 

New Mexico State Univ.

 Multilateral organizations

UN FAO, ITTO, IUCN
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ILLUSTRATIVE PARTNERSHIP –

HERE

Annual International Seminars delivered with 

university partners:

 Natural Resources and Climate Change

 Watershed Management 

 Protected Area Management

 Spanish Language Field Course in Wildlands & 

Protected Area Management

 International Disaster Management

 International Rangeland Management 
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ILLUSTRATIVE PARTNERSHIP -

ABROAD

Watershed management in Ghana

 Support the Gov’t of Ghana and communities 

on coastal watershed management and 

restoration activities

 Working with a multitude of government, 

nonprofit and academic stakeholders

 The Project seeks to reduce impacts on 

existing forest cover, restore degraded areas 

and improve livelihoods so as to improve 

management of natural resources in the 

region while improving water quality and 

enhancing carbon stocks.
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Lastly… 
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FOLLOWING PINCHOT’S LEAD -

BRING LESSONS LEARNED BACK

Changing perspectives 

“In summary, I’ve learned much from my IP 

work about developing partnerships, building 

trust, recognizing limitations due to constrained 

capacity, and persisting against all odds.  

Sometimes you have to travel to the other side 

of the globe to get perspective on your work 

back home.”  

From NFS District 
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Questions?  Comments?

For more information on International 
Programs, 

Visit our website:

www.fs.fed.us/global
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